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SOUTHERN CLAIMS 

COMMISSION 

RECORDS 

T
e Southern Claims Commission was established in 1871 to receive and djudicate claims by loyal Southerners for reimbursement of property amaged or taken (animals, food, housing, etc.) by Union soldiers. The Commission received more than 20,000 claims applications. Claims fell into three categories: 

1.:. Approved: application was approved and some reimbursement was given 2. Barred: the requirements for application were not met3. Disallowed: application was denied
The claimant had to present proof of ownership of the item, proof that it was in fact taken by U.S. soldiers, and also prove they had always been loyal to the Union cause. This proof was often in the form of depositions from others giving eyewitness accounts. These depositions include, many times, depositions from former slaves. 
The subscription website Footnote (http:/ /www.footnote.com) has uploaded many of the actual images from these files to their website. They have all of the barred and disallowed claims, as well as allowed claims for Alabama, Georgia, Virginia , West Virginia, Tennessee, North Carolina and one county in Arkansas. Allowed claims from other states were never microfilmed, and are only available through the National Archives. Ancestry (http:/ /www.ancestry.com) offers indexes to these files (U.S. Southern Claims Commission Master Index, 1871-1880). 
The content of files vary. Some have just a few pages and some are 20 or more pages long. I have found the depositions most interesting in terms of the historical and genealogical information contained. 
William Spencer lived in the 12th district of H ardin County, TN. H e submitted a claim to the Commission for reimbursement of$125 for a mule that was taken. In this excerpt, he is referring to property he owned while living in Chattanooga, TN, but this is a good example of the kind of information that can be found: 
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